What is new in radiology and pathology of motility disorders in children?
Disorders affecting colorectal motility lead to significant morbidity in children with surgical conditions. Etiology is frequently unknown, which in turn makes treatment empiric and compromises outcome. A thorough understanding of the normal mechanisms of control and the ability to recognize and manage defects is an important goal for clinicians. This article reviews recent advances made in the investigation of children with colorectal motility disorders, including the role of transit studies (marker studies and scintigraphy), options for assessing anatomy (ultrasound, contrast enema, and sectional imaging) and the use of manometry, both anorectal and colonic. Current concepts in microscopic evaluation are outlined.